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ORDER OF SERVICE
PRELUDE


GREETING

L:
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 


the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C:
And also with you.

WELCOME

INTROIT                   Give Me a Clean Heart                    Douroux

Erin Arthur and Sherri Melichar 
OPENING HYMN 167 Red
O Sing a Song of Bethlehem

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

L:
Let us pray.

C:
Most holy and merciful God:  We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
L:
We have not loved you with all our heart, and mind, and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

C:
Have mercy on us, O God.
L:
We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

C:
Have mercy on us, O God.
L:
We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness.  



The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives.

VISITORS

We extend a special welcome to all who are visiting with us this evening.  We hope you experience a sense of God’s presence in our midst.  Please visit our church website at www.portucc.org.  It has information about all of our programs and services.  Activity bags and large print bulletins are available from the ushers. Once again, welcome!
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C:
We confess to you, O God.
L:
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our


exploitation of other people,

C:
We confess to you, O God.
L:  
Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,

C:
We confess to you, O God.
L:
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in our daily life and work,

C:  We confess to you, O God.
L:
Our negligence in prayer and worship and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,

C:
We confess to you, O God.
L:
Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have 


done.  For our neglect of human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,

C:
Accept our repentance, O God.
L:
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward


our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt 
toward


those who differ from us,

C:
Accept our repentance, O God.
L:
For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for those who come after us,

C:
Accept our repentance, O God.
L:
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us,

C:
Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.  

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

SPECIAL MUSIC                   Ashes                                     Conry     
Erin Arthur and Sherri Melichar 
SCRIPTURE READING
 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

(Hebrew Scriptures p. 846)

HYMN 185 Black
Savior, When in Tears and Dust

MEDITATION                                                                        

SILENT REFLECTION AND PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy    kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Remember that you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.
Please come forward down the side aisles,

and return to your pew down the center aisle.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

   Most merciful and loving God, we give thanks that you have marked us with your presence here this evening, reminded us of the frailty of our own existence on this earth.  Grant us the courage and the grace to walk through these Lenten days, trusting in your constant guidance and care.  In the spirit of Christ we pray.  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 187 Black 


                                              Again We Keep This Solemn Fast


BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 

AREA OF RESCUE ASSISTANCE
In the event of an emergency, all persons in wheelchairs, and others needing special assistance, are instructed to move into the Bell Tower on the south side of the sanctuary.  This is the safe Area of Rescue Assistance for the Fire Department.

