ADVENT IS UNDERWAY

Happy Advent! Happy New (Liturgical) Year!
November 28 was the first Sunday of the church
season of Advent and the beginning of a new
liturgical year. Advent will continue through
December until Christmas Eve. This season
explores the themes of longing, promise,
waiting, and preparation as we, like Mary, await
the birth of Jesus.

Here's what you'll see in the sanctuary for Advent:

-Advent stained- glass pieces have been hung: a star, a manger.

-Our standing Advent wreath is fitted with 4 new candles for the four Sundays in Advent.

-A live Christmas tree is in the corner of the sanctuary.

-The stable is out and sits under the communion table. Our creche characters will move from
windowsill to windowsill, week by week, as they make their Advent journey forward.
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FOLLOWING OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR

You can see all the seasons of the church year laid out on the wonderful fabric mural in our entry
stairway.

The calendar begins with blue (Advent), then gold for Christmas, followed by bright white
(Epiphany). Lent begins with a grey panel (Ash Wednesday), then purples, and ends with black
(Good Friday). Easter Sunday is gold and Eastertide is a warm white. Pentecost is a fiery red panel
and is followed by the long season of Pentecost with all its varied greens.

A symbol hangs below the current season to help you read the calendar. For Advent the symbol
(in blue) is a modified Jesse Tree, a sort of Biblical family tree for Jesus.

We thank Jane Spalding for contributing

both of these articles about
Advent and the Liturgical seasons.
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